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A thousand thank-yous to all 

our amazing volunteers! 

I’m never quite sure how it all 

happens, but somehow it does. 

To get both barges rigged and 

through the dry dock for tar-

ring and antifouling, and ready 

to welcome our guests aboard, 

all within a few short weeks, 

takes an enormous amount of 

effort and countless hours. 

This year, we seem to have 

had a few extra curveballs to 

dodge, but we got there. And 

the barges are back out sail-

ing, where they belong.  

The AGM was well supported. 

Thank you to everyone who 

came along. We say a big thank 

you to our outgoing Secretary 

Doreen Thomas for her valua-

ble contributions and extend a 

warm welcome to Ashley Filer, 

who has taken on the role of 

Secretary. Ash joined the Trust 

as a trainee third hand and is 

already making valuable contri-

butions to our day-to-day oper-

ations, He’s a regular volun-

teer, an accountant, and a whiz 

with social media. We also wel-

come John Rayment onto the 

board of Trustees. John has 

obviously been a stalwart of the 

Trust for many years, and it 

brings great pleasure to now 

have John appointed as a trus-

tee.  

We try to make the AGM  inter-

esting, and our aim is to give 

some insight into what has 

been happening, and what we 

intend to do next. It's always so 

valuable to interact with you, 

the membership, and it is your 

chance to ask questions, make 

suggestions and generally be 

reassured that the Trustees and 

Committee are working hard to 

deliver on our commitments. It 

was also a pleasure to catch up 

with some of you at the Fitting 

Out Supper that followed.  

(Continued on page 2) 

From the Helm 

Pudge during the 2026 Medway Barge Match 
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G o l d e n  C h a f f c u t t e r  
T h a m e s  S a i l i n g  B a r g e  T r u s t  

 

Working Parties 

The Thursday Group are con-

tinuing to work throughout 

the year.  

Anyone interested in getting 

involved please contact John 

Rayment on 07587 141054. No 

specific skills needed. 

 

Centaur Weekend Working 

Party 

 

Winter Working Parties on Cen-

taur. Dates for 2026/27 will be 

published in August. 

Events 

 

Laying Up Supper - 

Maldon Little Ship Club—31st 

October  

18:30 for19:30 

More details in August  

Newsletter 

Carers Day—26th June 

Cressing Temple Barns 

Party in the Park—4th July 

Hatfield Peverel 

 

UFEST—14th August 

Promenade Park, Maldon 

Maldon Regatta 

26th September, Hythe Quay, 

Maldon 

 

 

 

Dates for your Diary 

And now onto some very ex-

citing news to report... Our 

Centaur Connections National 

Lottery Heritage Fund round 

two application has been suc-

cessful!  

This is generally considered to 

be the most difficult round, 

and it just leaves round three 

to get through now. Great 

work from our team working 

on this. It's a major rebuild 

project and we are asking for 

over £4 million.  

We will have some serious 

fundraising to do for our part 

but we are confident we have 

a robust plan to ensure Cen-

taur can continue to be en-

joyed for years to come. One 

of the ways you can help is by 

joining our Centaur Hundred 

Club, which you will find de-

tails of in this edition.  

The Trust has evolved consid-

erably over the years. What 

we do off the water has be-

come equally as important as 

what we do on the water. In 

order to justify such a huge 

investment in Centaur, we 

have to demonstrate that we 

are engaged with the public 

and building a community. 

Your membership and support 

go a long way to help demon-

strate that there are people 

out there who care and want to 

be a part of what we do. Every 

conversation you have with a 

colleague, a friend, a passer-by 

- it really helps spread aware-

ness of the important work we 

are doing, preserving and sus-

taining the heritage of our 

beautiful historic vessels.  

Events like the Open Days and 

the recent Shanty Festival 

demonstrate just how im-

portant that community spirit 

is. There were probably a cou-

ple of thousand people at the 

Maldon Shanty Festival - who 

got to learn about the barges, 

discover who we are and what 

we do. Huge thanks to Ray 

Clarke, Mains’l Haul and John 

Rayment, not to mention all 

the volunteers for your help 

organising and marshalling the 

event on behalf of the Trust.  

It's also important that we can 

mobilise volunteers to facilitate 

these events. Not only is the 

time you give incredibly valua-

ble, but you also help to pro-

mote the Trust, recruit new 

members and help to raise 

funds and our profile. We can't 

do any of this without your 

support. It’s all entangled and 

what might seem like giving up 

a few hours is actually priceless 

on many levels 

Good news klaxon number 

two: after many months of 

negotiations, Hythe Quay has 

finally been dredged. Noddy 

Cardy and Sons have removed 

approximately 4000 tons of 

Maldon’s finest mud and it has 

made a huge difference to 

both our accessibility and has 

enabled us to put Sailorman in 

the drydock for a bit of a 

birthday, which you can read 

about in this edition. 

Finally, the public sails have 

been selling well and we have 

added the second part of the 

season to the website. Please 

visit and book your sails. The 

number of charter groups is 

slightly down on last year so if 

you are thinking of hiring a 

barge for your family or 

friends, get in touch with Car-

ey at  

bookings@bargetrust.org, who 

will be very happy to talk you 

through it. And if there are 

any slight adjustments we can 

make to help you come on 

board, just let us know! 

All in all, we have covered a 

lot of ground recently. It’s 

been hard work, but it’s been 

rewarding. Thank you one and 

all. Now to enjoy these blissful 

summer breezes… 

 

Mick Nolan 

mailto:bookings@bargetrust.org
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The National Heritage Lottery Fund 

ject costs of £71,340 towards the De-

velopment Phase. Development Grant 

means that the HLF believe that our 

Delivery Phase project has potential to 

achieve their Investment Principles to a 

high standard and is value for Lottery 

players’ money 

We have been given 2 years to com-

plete this phase and submit our final 

application. If this is then agreed, we 

will be able to start the restoration pro-

ject on Centaur. 

The Trust now has a lot of work to do 

on completing this final phase and if 

anyone is interested in getting involved, 

then please contact Chris Martin 

(Project Leader) at:  

restorations@bargetrust.org 

 

 

The Trust are please 

to announce that the 

National Heritage 

Lottery Fund have 

assessed our appli-

cation for funding for 

the Centaur Connec-

tions project and 

awarded us a grant of £28,090 towards 

completing the final Development 

Phase of the project. 

The Grant is 39% of the approved Pro-

TSBT 100 Clubs 

PUDGE 

The winners for May/June are: 

1st    Helen Phelps 

2nd.  Janet Nicholls 

3rd.   Neil Chandler 

Congratulations to all three. 

CENTAUR: 

A big thank you to all of you who have 

signed up for the new Centaur 100 

Club.  It has started very well with sup-

port from some long standing mem-

bers, but a lot of newer members too, 

plus some who have kindly supported 

both Pudge and Centaur.  The Trust is 

very grateful. 

However, l am sure there are some of 

you who ‘haven’t got round to it’ yet.  

It’s not too late! If you have mislaid 

your yellow form, let me know and you 

can be emailed a copy, or l can post 

one out to you.  Please consider it.  

Thank you. 

But, as promised in the last issue of 

the Golden Chaffcutter, the first draw 

did take place at the beginning of June.  

The winners were: 

1st.   Carey Brown 

2nd.  Peter West 

3rd.  R. Meikle 

Well done to those early birds, but 

there will be  plenty more draws taking 

place which everybody can be included 

in.  Until next time……. 

 

Pat Boss 

This Time of year we are busy with 

events and activities. From the AGM 

until the end of May we have had the 

Fitting Out Supper, Mud Race Open 

Day, May Day Bank Holiday Open Days 

and on the 28th May our second  

Children’s Day. 

The Children’s Day was a Storytelling 

Day which was led by Mike Dodsworth 

of Chelmsford who is a professional 

storyteller and who tells stories to all 

ages around the world. 

The Trust focused this event on chil-

dren aged over 7 years, but this was 

perhaps something we may look at if 

undertaken again in future years as we 

found we had less of a take up by the 

public. 

This did however let us make an invi-

tation to Maldon Pioneers to come 

along for one of the 1 hour sessions 

and they thoroughly enjoyed it.  

This is the second event where we 

have had the Pioneers attend. 

We have two further Children’s days in 

August although we have not finalised 

the themes. If you have children or 

grandchildren keep an eye on our web-

site and social media for details. 

Thank you to everyone who has volun-

teered for these events. We could not 

run them without your support. 

John Rayment 

 

 

 

 

Children’s Storytelling Day 

Mike Dodsworth telling his 

stories 

Pictures by Jenny Baines 
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The dates of the forthcoming 2026 

Barge Matches are listed below. 

The Trust is currently planning to be 

able to sail at least Pudge In these 

Matches and maybe Centaur in some. 

Pin Mill Barge Match 

11th July 

Thames Barge Match 

18th July 

Swale Smack and Barge Match  

25th July  

Colne Barge Match 

5th September 

Funding for Community Group Sail 

The Trust have been awarded a grant 

of £600 to allow us to arrange a sailing 

trip for a group of Carers in the Maldon 

District Council area. 

John Rayment has been trying to make 

contact with Community Organisations 

to see how we can develop relation-

ships, especially in view of the plans we 

have with the Centaur Connections 

Heritage Lottery Project. 

 

We have made contact with the Essex 

Branch of Carers First and after a num-

ber of discussions it was clear that we 

would need to raise some funding so 

that a group of Carers could come sail-

ing. 

After contacting a number of funders, 

we were pleased that the organisers of 

The Maldon Mud Race were happy to 

provide funding of £600 to cover the 

Trusts costs for a three hour sail.  

 

We are currently looking at a suitable 

time for the trip, which will happen dur-

ing this sailing season and a report on 

the sail will appear in a later issue of 

the Golden Chaffcutter. 

 

Thanks are due to The Maldon Mud 

Race for their support. 

 

Trustees 

 

Match Dates 2026 

Early morning sunrise 

off Heybridge Basin,  

with Pudge and Blue 

Mermaid in the  

distance. 

Picture taken by 

Diggory Rose on the 

9th May Members Sail 

Have you joined the  
 

Centaur 100 Club 

 
See page 3 for more details. Application Forms available from:  

 
p.p.boss@btinternet.com  

mailto:p.p.boss@btinternet.com
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Barge Sailing Club/Trust, in 1969.  

Tonnage 101.75 tons,  

Length 79.5ft,  

Width 23.25ft  

Depth of side 7.75ft. 

Steel vessels generally corrode around 

the wind and waterline and Sailorman 

is no exception. After an intensive sur-

vey and some shotblasting and, despite 

some areas carrying the look of a col-

ander, she was found to be in good 

enough condition to justify carrying out 

some remedial re-plating works.  

Her starboard side wind and waterline 

was over plated around 15 years ago. 

She is generally sound but she now 

needs the port-side wind and waterline 

re-plating.  

Both chines also need over plating. This 

is the area where the side and bottom 

meet. The corrosion here is predomi-

nantly caused by internal moisture 

rusting from inside out.  

Sailorman was originally built from 

12mm steel. Her bilge was then filled 

with pitch to help preserve her. This 

has certainly helped to extend her life. 

The thinnest patches on the bottom are 

now 6mm thick, losing half her thick-

ness over 95 years. But she still has 

plenty of life left in her, which is proba-

bly just as well, as a new bottom is 

estimated to cost around £100k! 

The works being carried out this sum-

mer will make sure that Sailorman will 

continue to give good service for many 

years to come.  

She has been a great asset to the Club/

Trust, and an ideal companion to sup-

port Pudge and Centaur. We look for-

ward to getting her back on the quay in 

fine fettle soon. 

Mick Nolan 
Pictures by Mick Nolan 

For quite some time now, we have 

been trying to get our trusty workshop 

of 57 years, Sailorman, into the 

drydock to give her some much-needed 

TLC.  

The silting up at the quay made it diffi-

cult to get her out of her berth, plus 

the footprint where she lay would have 

been unusable for a wooden sailing 

barge, which just added to the compli-

cations.  

Finally, the stars have aligned. The 

quay has been dredged, and Sailorman 

is now in the drydock at Fullbridge.  

Sailorman is a former Port of London 

Authority lighter, with official number 

13422. She was previously known as 

F18 and D14 and was built in 1931 for 

William Henry James Alexander of St. 

James Wharf, Wapping.  

She went into the fleet of Silvertown 

Services Ltd on the 3rd October 1938 

when Alexanders sold off virtually all of 

their lighterage fleet (the sales of which 

left Alexanders as owners of the vari-

ous Sun tugs). Silvertown Services 

subsequently sold her to the Thames 

Sailorman 
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Pudge Update 

Centaur Update 

We got Centaur rigged out over the 

Easter weekend and then carried on 

painting while the weather was dry. On 

one day we had a shower of rain for an 

hour which came from nowhere so 

while the decks were wet they were 

scrubbed clean and once they had 

dried they were undercoated and the 

next day we put the deck paint on. 

This is the first time we have 

used  Hempel’s deck paint so it will be 

interesting to see how it holds up, it 

has one very helpful feature, it dried 

hard in 5 minutes so you can walk 

about on it so you do not have to wor-

ry about painting yourself into a cor-

ner! 

A few days later we had our first Chil-

dren’s Activity Days which was very 

busy with lovely weather, it was good 

to see the youngsters enjoying them-

selves. 

In mid-April we went up to Fullbridge 

to the dry dock where the yard 

cleaned her off and applied the anti-

fouling using an airless spray which is 

quick and easy. Once that was done 

we tarred round and checked the sac-

rificial anodes on the stern gear also 

the condition of the leeboard chains 

and the kicking strap and mizzen sheet 

chains on the rudder. The sea cocks 

were also greased up. The surveyor 

came while we were in the dock to 

have a look round and gave us a pass 

for another year. 

The saloon ceiling was cleaned up and 

painted using the oil-based floor paint 

that we have used in the past. Last 

year we had to use a water-based 

paint but that did not wear at all well, 

so we have reverted back to the oil-

based coating. 

We laid alongside at Fullbridge for a 

while once we had come out of the dock 

due to the dredging operations at the 

Hythe. The barges were being moved 

around as the dredging progressed so 

the fewer barges there the better. The 

George Smeed went up on the camp 

shed berth where she had laid for many 

years whilst being rebuilt. Initially we 

did not have the shoreside mains supply 

connected but it was obvious that the 

bilge pump battery needed replacing 

urgently when the pump got slower and 

slower, so we had to connect the mains 

cable to get the battery charger run-

ning, the pump battery has now been 

replaced, it was just over 4 years old 

which is about the expected life of a 

lead acid battery. 

Once the lower berth had been dredged 

out, the barges were put back alongside 

the quay wall without the lighter as she 

was now in the dry dock for extensive 

repairs following a visit by our surveyor 

and his big hammer. Thankfully Paul 

Jefferies of Topsail Charters had a spare 

brow that we could use to get on and 

off the barge until the 

lighter comes back from 

the dry dock which is not 

so convenient as the 

brow has to be moved 

about depending on the 

tide. The brow on the 

lighter has been designed 

to accommodate the rise 

and fall of the tide with-

out any adjustment. 

On May 3rd and 4th Bank 

Holiday we had a very 

successful open day with 

the gazebo set up ashore 

and refreshments on 

Centaur. On the next 

weekend Centaur went 

out for her first sail of 

the season for a shake down to make 

sure everything worked as it should. 

Following the visit from our surveyor 

we had the lighter surveyed using an 

ultrasonic system to find the thickness 

of the hull plating. She had been con-

structed out of half inch plate and the 

bottom plating was found to be still 

nearly the original thickness but quite a 

bit thinner round the waterline and 

down to the chine so some replating 

will be required which is not bad, con-

sidering that she is nearly 100 years 

old, the hull will then be coated with a 

high-performance paint system. 

The dredging at the Hythe was com-

pleted in mid-May and it was estimated 

that some 4000 tons of mud had been 

removed and taken across to the back 

channel, strangely where the lighter 

had sat since 1982 there was no build-

up of mud, she was sitting on the grav-

el river bed. 

Tim Jepson 

I’m not sure I like April… 

The amount of work that goes into 

making sure everything is just right 

and shipshape ready to start the sea-

son is incredible. The fact that we do it 

all with volunteers and a barge load of 

goodwill is really quite impressive.  

Pudge’s first sail was the Mayday Bank 

Holiday weekend, followed by a training 

weekend and the Medway Match.  

Unfortunately she was disqualified in 

the Medway Match. It was a windless 

day and she had to start her engine to 

avoid being washed into the moorings, 

shortly after the start. She was not 

alone, two other barges were also dis-

qualified.  

The skipper's cabin works are starting to 

look really impressive. Duncan McLean 

and John Harriss have done a superb 

job, and you can now get a feel for how 

this will end up. Well done both and a 

huge thank you of course.  

Jim Morriss and Ray Clarke have added 

a sight glass to the diesel tank so we 

don't need to dip the tank anymore. This 

Centaur in the Blackwater—Training Weekend 

16th/17th May—Picture by Mick Nolan  

from Pudge 
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quite a lot of measurements to take. I 

didn't share the stress of having to 

measure the old one, and hoping it was 

all going to fit when the new one ar-

rived on a specialist trailer.  

Tom Moody kindly provided an accurate 

drawing and it was with great relief 

that the mast and all the ironmongery 

fitted without issue.  

Pudge has a busy season ahead. There 

are still a couple of weekends we have 

kept aside for charters. If you are 

thinking of hiring a barge for your fami-

ly or friends, please get in touch with 

Carey at bookings@bargetrust.org, who 

will be very happy to talk you through 

the process.   

Mick Nolan 

is a great addition and makes life easier 

for the crews to carry out their daily 

checks. Thanks Both.  

The new topmast is looking happy. Col-

lars of Oxford, who specialise in masts, 

spars and oars laminated the new 

mast. They have done an excellent job. 

I went to visit during the works and 

recall thinking it looks longer than I 

thought it should be. It’s 48ft overall, 

but out of context of the barge it 

looked enormous. There are actually 

2nd Maldon Shanty Festival 

The 2nd Maldon Shanty Festival organ-

ised by the Trust for the benefit of the 

Trust took place on Saturday 30th May. 

After a week or so of really hot weather 

it stayed bright and sunny and a little 

cooler for the event. 

The Festival included some 15 Shanty 

Groups from across East Anglia and the 

South East. 

The groups had timed half-hour slots at 

various venues around the Quay and 

promenade Park with the Queens Head, 

Bath Wall Hut and Amphitheatre being 

new venues for this year. 

The Trust arranged for programmes to 

be available to those attending so that 

the public knew what was happening. 

A Pimm’s Bar was open and Caroline 

Coastal Radio Station transmitted from 

the Quay. 

We were also paid a visit by the new 

Mayor of Maldon Councillor James  

Burrell-Cook. 

The Trust also had its Pop-up Shop 

open and we did a roaring trade on 

Trust gifts and clothing. 

In the evening a Shanty Concert took 

place at St. Mary’s Church on the Hill 

and many of the Shanty Groups stayed 

on to perform a number of songs for a 

couple of hours. 

The Trust are currently finalizing the 

accounts for the festival, but we will 

have raised approximately £1500 after 

expenses. The Trust also signed up two 

new members. 

So a great day, enjoyed by all and 

thanks goes to Ray Clark, Mains’l Haul 

and John Rayment for the organization. 

Planning will start soon on the 2027 

Shanty Festival. 

 

 

 

mailto:bookings@bargetrust.org
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You will be aware from past issues that 

the Trust and other barge operators, 

have for s few years been trying to get 

the Quay at Maldon dredged, so that it 

is easier to get in and out of our 

berths, and also allow the Trust to 

move Sailorman so that she can be 

surveyed and where necessary re-

paired. 

After a few years of conversations and 

meetings with Maldon District Council 

the work started at the end of March 

and has now been completed. Initially 

we had hoped that the work would 

have been undertaken in November, 

however it worked out reasonably well 

for the Trust as the area on the Quay, 

used by the Trust, was cleared in early 

May and this has coincided with Pudge 

and Centaur going to Fullbridge for anti-

fouling and Hydrogen and George 

Smeed being elsewhere at the same 

time. 

The work has now been completed and 

the visitors pontoon near the Queens 

Head has been cleaned and repaired. 

The hope now, is that the Council will do 

this work on a regular basis so that the 

mud and silt do not build up to the lev-

els seen.  

At present, as detailed elsewhere, Sail-

orman is down at Fullbridge, so Cen-

taur is moored by the Quay with Pudge 

on the outside. Its surprising how far 

below the Quay the barges now sit 

when the tide is out. However this 

should improve when Sailorman re-

turns. 

The Trust would like to thank Cllr.  

Kevin Lagan who has been the key 

driver of this project on Maldon District  

Council. 

John Rayment 

Pictures by John Rayment 

Dredging the Quay at Maldon 

Centaur 1905 at Lewes 

Following a recent visit to the Trust’s 

Archive at the Essex Records Office, I 

cam across the second image shown 

below which now makes up a set relat-

ing to the visit Centaur made in 1905. 

The pictures have come from various 

collections and we thank Mersea Muse-

um and the Society for Sailing Barge 

Research for their use. 

John Rayment 

1 2 

3. Centaur waiting to pass 

under the main bridge across 

the River Ouse, near to  

Harvey’s Brewery 
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Annual General Meeting & Fitting Out 
Supper 
On Saturday 25th April the Trust held in 

the afternoon its Annual General Meet-

ing at the Maldon Little Ship Club and in 

the evening the Fitting Out Supper. 

The AGM was attended by 21 members 

who received reports on the Trust’s 

activities  by the Chairman Mick Nolan 

and the Treasurer, Keith Foster. 

The year ending 31st October 2025 had 

been a very successful year, with the 

highlight being Pudge’s return to Dun-

kirk.  

The Trust is also in a healthy financial 

position as demonstrated in the ac-

counts that were forwarded to mem-

bers for whom we have email address-

es. 

During the meeting, Doreen Thomas 

our secretary resigned as a Trustee and 

Secretary. The Chairman thanked 

Doreen for her help over the past few 

years.  

Along with all existing committee mem-

bers being voted back onto the commit-

tee on block, two new Trustees were 

appointed. 

John Rayment was made a Trustee  

after many years. John already holds a 

number of roles within the Trust and 

has been a member since 2010.  

 

The other Trustee is Ashley Filer. 

Ash joined the Trust 2 years ago start-

ing his volunteering working on the 

weekend working parties and then 

joined the Trust’s training scheme. Ash 

has worked on the committee doing  

marketing and social media since Octo-

ber and following the departure of 

Doreen Thomas has agreed to be the 

Trust’s Secretary and hence a Trustee. 

Ashley’s skills as an accountant will be 

most useful to this role. 

The Fitting Out Supper was enjoyed by 

all, although we did over run a little. 

Alan Coday another Trustee did a short 

talk on his experience of going to Dun-

kirk on Pudge and what it meant to him 

and his family. 

Mick Nolan also made a couple of 

awards to members of the Trust. Some 

had been distributed at Christmas at 

the Trainees Christmas Party, but this 

was an opportunity to recognise others 

who the Trustees felt deserved recogni-

tion. 

The Beaumont Transom was awarded 

to Don Baines for Best contribution to 

Trust Literature. 

 

Chairman’s Award to David Gibson for 

his work over many years to the Trust 

 

MacDonald Mein Cup to Alan Coday for 

services to the Trust 

 

Commodore’s Cup was awarded to Tim 

Kenney for Best Log of a Barge Trip 

Thames Sailing Barge Match Cup 

awarded to Jenny Baines awarded for 

her role in the Children’s Days and  

Educational Programme. 

 

John Rayment 

Asst. Secretary 

Top 

Don Baines—Beaumont Transom 

 

Top Left to Right 

David Gibson– Chairman’s Award 

Tim Kenney– Commodore’s Cup 

 

Bottom Left to Right 

Alan Coday—MacDonald Mein Cup 

Jenny Baines—Thames Sailing Barge 

Match Cup 
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Charter Fees 2026  

Volunteer Help is Needed 

If you would like to help during our Event programme or maybe join the  

Thursday Working Group 

Contact John Rayment at events@bargetrust.org 

No prior experience needed 

** Note Per Person rates are based 

on 12 people booked. 

Charter bookings on either Pudge or 

Centaur are still available.  

 

If you would like to arrange a charter 

our 2026 rates are available. 

Charter groups can be up to the maxi-

mum of 12 people and are on a self-

catering basis. Catering provision to 

include skipper, mate and 3rd hand (if 

applicable). Where necessary due to 

tide times accommodation will be pro-

vided on the night before sailing.  

Departure from the quay is dependent 

on tide times and prevailing weather 

conditions. Our Skipper always has the 

final say on when and where the barge 

sails.  The full list of T&Cs can be found 

on the website www.bargetrust.org  

For enquiries email: 

bookings@bargetrust.org 

Membership Matters 

If you have any questions about mem-

bership, please contact the membership 

secretary, Gerald Moore at 20 Church 

End, Panfield, Essex CM7 5AJ 

Tel: 07720 402298 or at:  

membership@bargetrust.org. 

Membership rates as from 1st January 

2026: 

 

 

Full Member: £37.50 pa 

Pre April 2018 Concession: £30pa 

Joint Membership £55 pa 

Joint Concession £45 pa  

Corporate Membership £360 pa 

Life Membership £600 (Concession 

[65+] £400) 

Joint Life Membership £900 

(Concession [65+] £600) 

 

Recent New Members  

 

Stephen Skey of London 

Simon & Ana Roberts of Leigh on Sea 

Conor & Colette Roberts of Leigh on 

Sea 

Sean Sweeney of Upchurch 

The Trust has also been advised of the 

deaths of the following members. 

Mike Palos 

M Adlington 

 

Past members of the Thames Barge 

Sailing Club, Graham Dent and Keith 

Stocks have also passed away in the 

last few weeks. 

 

In resect of all, the Trustees send their 

condolences to their families. 

Gerald Moore 

Membership Secretary 

 Charter Fees for 2026 

     

Length of Charter Centaur  £ Pudge £ 

    

** £ Per 

person per 

day   

** £ Per 

person per 

day 

Weekend             2,175              91             2,570  107 

Weekend plus 1 day            3,050              85             3,590  100 

Weekend plus 2 days            3,815              79             4,500  94 

Weekend plus 3 days            4,545              76             5,350  89 

Weekend plus 4 days            5,225              73             6,145  85 

Weekend plus 5 days            5,850              70             6,880  82 

Midweek 1 day                940              78             1,085  90 

Midweek 2 days            1,755              73             2,075  86 

Midweek 3 days            2,530              70             2,980  83 

Midweek 4 days            3,165              66             3,730  78 

Midweek 5 days            3,735              62             4,390  73 



 

I s s u e 1 6 2  

 
Page 11 

Sailing Programme 2026  

Date Barge Nights 

on 

Board 

Boarding Return Description of Cruise Price per  

person 

June  

21st June Centaur 1 Day Maldon 

Sunday 

5:00 

Maldon 

Sunday 

17:00 

Blackwater Day Sail £110 

July       

3rd to 5th Centaur 2 Maldon 

Friday 

19:00 

Maldon 

Sunday 

16:00 

Weekend Sail £220 

16th to 19th Pudge 3 Queenborough 

Thursday 

19:00 

Queenborough 

Sunday  

15:00 

Thames Barge Match £350 

16th to 19th Centaur 3 Maldon 

Thursday 

19:00 

Maldon 

Sunday  

16:00 

Rowhedge Shanty Festival and Open Day £250 

23rd to 26th Pudge 3  Queenborough 

Thursday 

19:00 

Queenborough 

Sunday  

16:00 

Swale Barge Match £350 

25th Centaur 1 Day Maldon 

Saturday 

9:00 

Maldon 

Saturday 

21:00 

Blackwater Day Sail £110 

26th Centaur 1 Day Maldon 

Saturday 

9:30 

Maldon 

Saturday 

22:00 

Blackwater Day Sail £110 

August       

7th to 9th Pudge 2 Maldon  

Friday  

19:00 

Maldon 

Sunday 

22:00 

Members Sail £130 

8th  Centaur 1 Day Maldon 

Saturday 

6:30 

Maldon 

Saturday 

19:30 

Blackwater Day Sail £110 

9th  Centaur 1 Day Maldon 

Saturday 

7:30 

Maldon 

Saturday 

20:30 

Blackwater Day Sail £110 

14th to 16th Centaur 2 Maldon 

Friday 

19:00 

Maldon 

Sunday 

22:00 

Weekend Sail £220 

21st to 23rd Pudge 2 Maldon 

Friday 

19:00 

Maldon 

Sunday 

20:00 

Passage Match to Burnham £220 

September       

4th to 6th Pudge 3 Maldon 

Thursday 

19:00 

Maldon 

Sunday 

20:00 

Colne Match £350 

4th to 6th Centaur 3 Maldon 

Thursday 

19:00 

Maldon 

Sunday 

20:00 

Colne Match £320 

18th to 21st Pudge  3 Maldon 

Friday 

19:00 

Maldon 

Monday 

19:00 

Singing Sailors £320 

18th to 21st Centaur 3 Maldon 

Friday 

19:00 

Maldon 

Monday 

19:00 

Singing Sailors £290 
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Registered Address: Thames Sailing Barge Trust, c/o 2 High Street, 

Burnham-on-Crouch, Essex CM0 8AA 

Registered Charity Number 1102840; A company limited by guarantee 

registered in England & Wales no. 04726591 

Visit our web site 

www.bargetrust.org 

Newsletter produced and edited by John     

Rayment. Your comments are  welcomed about 

the newsletter. Email or write to the Editor or 

Trust. 

Deadline date for articles for the next issue 

should be sent to John Rayment by the 7th 

August 2026 

CONTACTS 
Chairman– Mick Nolan 

chairman@bargetrust.org 

 

Secretary—Ashley Filer 

secretary@bargetrust.org 

 
Treasurer—Keith Foster 
treasurer@bargetrust.org 

 

Membership—Gerald Moore 

membership@bargetrust.org 

 

Sales—Kate Rodman 

sales@bargetrust.org 
 
 

Open Days—John Rayment 

07587 141054 

events@bargetrust.org 
 

Charter Secretary & Bookings 
Secretary—Carey Brown  
bookings@bargetrust.org 
 
Newsletter—John Rayment 

editor@bargetrust.org 

 

100 Clubs— Pat Boss 
p.p.boss@btinternet.com  
 
 
Training Manager— Alanna  
Cameron 

training@bargetrust.org 

Working Volunteers Liaison 
Thursday Group—John Rayment 
07587 141054 
 
Weekend Working Group—Tim 
Jepson  
01621 851817 
timjepson411@gmail.com  

 

Events—John Rayment 
07587 141054 
events@bargetrust.org 

 

 

 

 

A recently obtained image of Pudge in Sandwich in 1963 carrying a cargo of timber 

Adrian White Collection—Courtesy of Society for Sailing Barge Research 

mailto:p.p.boss@btinternet.com

