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From the Helm

I don't think I have known a
summer like it. It has been
consistently hot and clear with
the most amazing sailing
breezes. You know things are
going well when you can sail
on and off the quay and there
have been many photos
shared on social media - both
on Maldon community groups
page and our own Facebook
page - of our barges under full
sail, gliding along the prome-

nade.

It is wonderful when a plan
comes together. If you re-

member, we had an army of
volunteers clearing the mud
from the berth at Rowhedge in
March. What a treat to be able
to sail Centaur there, four
months later in July for the first
time in around five years, to
bring people by barge to the
shanty festival there. We were
given such a warm welcome by
locals and visitors.

Rowhedge to talk to all the
passers-by who were fascinated
by our visit. We are looking
forward to going back to
Rowhedge again.

Unsurprisingly, the trip to
Rowhedge and back was a sell-
out and we have another oppor-
tunity for something similar,
and arguably more exciting,
when Pudge will take passen-
gers to Harwich for the twenti-
eth international shanty festival
that takes place in October.

It became clear that many of
the new residents didn't realise
vessels of our size could visit
the quay. Thank you to all the
volunteers who came to

(Continued on page 2)
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Have a look at our website for
booking details. This will be
the final sail of the year and it
is always a great weekend of
music, sailing and all things
nautical.

In addition to preserving
Thames Barges and the skills
to sail and maintain them,
TSBT are committed to edu-
cating the public about the
history of the barges and the
important role they played in
trade and industry for over a
century and a half.

This year we have built upon
our growing connection with
the Blackwater Sailing Club
Cadets who enjoyed memora-
ble sails on Centaur on the
Blackwater. Additionally, the
Family Days on board Centaur
in Maldon are also going
strong with storytelling and
art sessions happening re-
cently. These events are only
made possible with the unwa-
vering support from volun-
teers so a heartfelt thank you
to you all.

Both barges are sailing very
well this year since the dredg-
ing of the quay. They now sit
on a bed of gravel which
means they sail away clean,
unhampered by mud and silt
that previously would have

Working Parties

The Thursday Group are con-
tinuing to work throughout
the year.

Anyone interested in getting

coated their hulls under the
water line. Pudge and Centaur
have therefore done particular-
ly well in the matches and it's a
joy to see our newer skippers
enjoying success.

I had great pleasure in meeting
some of our senior members on
a charter from Queenborough.
We realised their accumulated
membership totalled more than
400 years! We have also en-
joyed taking out reunion
groups, family groups and a
historical society for whom
John Rayment gave an excel-
lent talk about the history and
development of Thames sailing
barges.

It was also a pleasure to take
the ‘Thursday Gang’ for a well-
earned thank you sail in July. If
you are part of a group looking
for a short break with a differ-
ence then speak to Carey at

bookings@bargetrust.org

Pudge has been on her travels
including another sellout trip
under Tower Bridge and she
has circumnavigated the Isle of
Sheppey three times. This has
left Centaur alone on the quay
while Sailorman has been away
in the dry dock, receiving vital
repairs. Pudge is now back on
the quay and Sailorman is
hopefully not far behind. It will

Dates for your Diary

involved please contact John
Rayment on 07587 141054. No
specific skills needed.

Centaur Weekend Working
Party

Winter Working Parties on
Centaur. Initial dates for are:
October 10th &11th, 24th &
25th

November 7th & 8th, 21st &
22nd December 5th & 6th

Events

Laying Up Supper -
31st October

rge Trust

be good to see the fleet reu-
nited in their normal berths.

The amount of care that keeps
our barges operational is a
huge undertaking. I have said
it before but it can never be
repeated enough. What we
manage to pull off is thanks to
you, the membership and the
volunteers, who know as well I
do that preserving the herit-
age of the barges is worth so
much.

Mick Nolan
Chairman

Maldon Little Ship Club
18:30 for 19:30

More details see included
booking form.

Children’s Activity Day—
20th August, Centaur, Hythe
Quay Maldon

Maldon Regatta Open Day
12th September, Hythe Quay,
Maldon

ADVANCE NOTICE

2027

3rd Maldon Shanty Festival
5th June 2027

Hythe Quay, Maldon


mailto:bookings@bargetrust.org

Issuel6?2

TSBT 100 Clubs

Below are the results for the latest draw
of the Pudge and Centaur 100 Clubs.

PUDGE 100 CLUB

1st Ian Jefferies
2nd Janet Nicholls
3rd Duncan Mclean

CENTAUR 100 CLUB

There are still some Centaur shares
available. If you ‘haven’t got round to
it’ yet but have been meaning to, brief
details are as follows:

1. Shares are £12 each. You can make
a one-off payment for each share that
you wish to purchase.

2. If you are going to support by pur-

chasing several shares you may set up

a standing order with your bank for £1

per share per month. i.e. for £5 shares
it will be £5 per month.

3. We prefer payment by BACs please
for accounting purposes, but cheques
are acceptable.

4. Payment details:

Thames Sailing Barge Trust HSBC
Account No. 61180789

Sort Code: 40-01-04

Reference: YOURNAMECENTAUR

Cheques should be made payable to
THAMES SAILING BARGE TRUST

I can be contacted at

p.p.boss@btinternet.com or

First Days on Pudge

I believe this is me on the
Pudge 1966/67. I have
started writing a book de-
scribing my years at sea
and below is a short extract
describing me joining
Pudge.

After lying about my age, I
landed a job with a local
barge owner, Crescent
Shipping. Known then as
The London & Rochester
Trading Company. I was
only fifteen, though I tried
my best to look older. The
barge was called the Pudge
— once a proud sailing
barge, now stripped of her
masts and fitted with a stubborn old
diesel engine that could just about
push her along at five knots. She wait-
ed for me on the buoys at Rochester, a
dark shape rocking gently on the tide.

First, though, I had to meet the skip-
per.

I stood on the jetty clutching my small
suitcase, trying not to look nervous.
When he finally appeared, he stopped
dead in front of me, staring as if some-
one had played a joke on him. He was
a huge man — broad shoulders, a rug-
ged weather beaten face, and a beard
that looked like it had been trimmed
with a blunt knife. His voice boomed
across the river.

“Can you scull a dinghy? Tie a bow-
line?”

When I admitted I couldn’t, he grunted,
half amused, half horrified. “I'll teach
you,” he said. “"But you won't get full
pay until you can scull, tie a bowline,
and box the compass.”

With that, he strode down the pier to-
ward a small dinghy bobbing against
the piles. He stepped aboard with the
ease of someone who’d done it a thou-
sand times. My job was to untie the
painter, hand him my suitcase, and
then jump aboard myself. Easier said
than done. The dinghy danced away
from me as if it sensed fresh meat. By
luck more than skill, I managed to land
inside rather than in the river.
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01621 851147 for more details.
24 Church Street, Maldon, Essex CM9
5HP.

There will be 6 draws annually and
prizes will be 1st £50, 2nd £20, 3rd
£10.

And....... this month’s winners are:

1st Carey Brown
2nd Glen Fenemore Jones
3rd Glenn Fenemore Jones

Many thanks to you all for continuing
to support our barges, both PUDGE
and CENTAUR.

Pat Boss

The skipper took up a single
oar and began to scull, work-
ing it over the stern with a
smooth, practiced rhythm
that sent us gliding out to-
ward the buoys. The Pudge
loomed larger with every
o stroke — a tired old work-
horse, but she was to be my
home.

Once aboard, I was given a
quick tour. We were sailing
within the hour to load bar-
rels of oil at the Isle of Grain,
about two hours downriver.
My berth was forward in the
forecastle. To reach it, I had
to climb down a steep, nar-
row stairway. Below, the space was
cramped but oddly cosy: a bunk made
from two old bus seats for a mattress,
and the iron coal stove dominating the
room with its small oven and hotplate.

The Pudge ran with just two crew — the
skipper and the mate — and over the
next few weeks I learned to scull, tie a
bowline, and a handful of other bends
and hitches. I even began to make
sense of boxing the compass. Slowly,
awkwardly, I was becoming a seaman.

Chris Hallam


mailto:p.p.boss@btinternet.com
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Testimonials

At the end of all barge trips, we ask the
passengers to provide us with feedback
and this is reviewed by the Trust to
make sure we are doing all we can to
make the sure that our passengers

get the best experience.

From time to time we receive emails
or letters and we are pleased to say
that in the last month or so we have
received two such emails and we
thought that we would publish them
to show members what our passen-
gers think about the experience the
Trust gives.

Geoff Mantle
Weekend Cruise on Centaur

I would like to begin by thanking
everybody who is involved with the
TSBT for making it possible for my-
self and friend Trevor to have had
the most amazing weekend on board
the Centaur.

Over 70 years ago I would stand on
the sea wall at Mill Beach and watch

charge of any boat I might be on in the We boarded the barge and found our
not too distant future, the only advice I cabins; we had a safety briefing and at
could give Chris is a little bit more prac- 9 pm the tide was high enough for us

tice at mooring at the quay, ha ha.

to sail. There were 8 passengers and 3
crew onboard. That Friday evening
was magical, we did not need to use
the engine, and we watched a beau-
tiful sunset over Maldon. At midnight
the crew dropped the anchor, and
we all retired to bed. The cabins
were very hot and during the night
there was a storm, therefore all the
hatches had to be closed. The crew
worked hard to make sure we were
all safe.

The next morning, we took our turn
o with the cooking, and we all had a
hearty full English breakfast. Satur-
day was very hot still over 30 de-
grees, but the crew were able to use
the wind and sail again. We stopped
at Osea Island, West Mersea and
Bradwell, if anyone wanted to go
ashore there was a small tender to
take them.

When we got up on Sunday, the

the barges sail past sometimes in
races, a wonderful sight I will never
forget. In the early 60's on board

Geoff Mantle (left) and Skipper
Chris Martin
Picture courtesy of Geoff Mantle

weather was windy and the humidity
had gone. The crew sailed most of
the way back to Maldon, only using

the SB Memory I was helping with
maintenance i.e. sanding and painting
for the skipper John Kemp who I think
sailed her as a charter boat for under
privileged children. Polishing the ship
wheel I must have worn out the varnish
dreaming that one day I would sail a
Thames barge. Thanks to you and the
rest of the trust team that dream has
finely come true on a wonderful 130
year old Thames barge.

Saturday started at about 3.30am I
heard voices and got up, got my cam-
era and went on deck to see a fabulous
sunrise, the day just kept on getting
better and in the evening we all sat on
deck with a drink ( I think they all had
tea ) watching a brilliant sunset.

Sunday was a busy day as we explored
the river Blackwater. The skipper was a
hard man who made me pull on ropes,
haul in the anchor on two occasions,
scrub the decks, not to mention make
cups of tea and washup. Not really,
Chris and Ben are two smashing people
who gave me a lot of useful information
and advise on how to take the helm
and for my model barge that I am mak-
ing. I would happily have them in

Thanks again to everybody for making

my weekend sail on Centaur so perfect.

Tendering District U3A
What a wonderful weekend

At the October 2025 Tendring District
U3A meeting, Tim Kenney a speaker
from the Thames Sailing Barge Trust
gave a very interesting talk about the

work of the trust and information about

trips they run.

Bob, Mike (a friend visiting us from
Eastbourne) and I said it sounded like
fun.

When the dates for 2026 were pub-

lished, the three of us decided to book

a weekend trip form Maldon in June.
We knew the evenings would be long

and hopefully the weather would not be

too wet.

We had to be at Maldon at 7pm on the

Friday evening, we had a meal at the
Queen’s Head and watched the water

level hoping the tide would come in. At

that time the temperature was still 33
degrees and very humid.

the engine for the last part of the
journey. That morning was exciting

because the crew had to tack many

times to reach Maldon again.

If anyone wanted to get involved, they
were very welcome to and encouraged,
but you could sit and watch the world
go by if you wanted to.

Our barge was Centaur and was built in
1895, the crew Chris the skipper, Adam
and Ben were very informative and we
all always felt very safe.

We got back to Maldon around midday
on Sunday. We had a fantastic week-
end, and our thanks go to the crew and
our fellow passengers who added to the
experience.
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Sailorman

As mentioned by Mick Nolan in ‘From
the Helm’, work has been continuing on
Sailorman down at Fullbridge. Its now a
few months since she left the Quay and
major works are being undertaken to
get her back to us in a condition which
keep her afloat for at least another 10
to 15 years.

Some of the work required has been
quite extensive as shown in the images
below.

Recently Sailorman has been refloated
so that checks could be made on her
bottom, where she sat on blocks to see
if any repairs were needed.

This work is now completed and Sailor-
man is receiving a few layers of paint
to protect her for the foreseeable fu-
ture. It is hoped that she will return to
the Quay by the middle of August.

Pictures by Alan Coday & John Rayment

X
o

Match Dates 2026

The final date of the 2026 Barge Match- We had hoped to share the results of the Championship Results will hopefully
es is the Colne Barge Match on the 5th the recent Matches with you, but we be published in time for the October
September. have not seen any of the 2026 results Newsletter.

published. Once they are we will in-

The Trust is currently planning to send clude them in the newsletter.
Pudge and Centaur to the Match.

With only one Match left to take place,

Have you joined the

Centaur 100 Club

See page 3 for more details. Application Forms available from:

p.p.boss@btinternet.com
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Centaur Update

At the time of writing the lighter is still
in the dry dock with just the painting
to finish and some holes in the deck to
patch over and then we can have her
back at the Hythe and then we have
the job of putting back all the stuff
that has been taken off the shelves to
get it away from the welding areas and
have a general clear out. The job has
been a considerable undertaking but
thanks to the skill of Nod Cardy's men
the lighter looks much better we will
need to have a good clean up on the
deck and hatch top to complete the
job. It will be a lot easier to get
onboard the barges with the lighter
back in her berth as well, at the mo-
ment we have to move the brow
around depending on the state of the
tide which is a nuisance.

Centaur has been underway just about
every weekend this season so far
which is good for the barge as it keeps
the hull planking tight and hopefully
the decks get a good sea water wash
down, it also means more sailing for
the crews and trainees which is very
important.

Maintenance issues have been mini-
mal, the stern tube needed another
turn of packing to stop it dripping, and
a small hole in the exhaust attending
to, this piece of pipe will be replaced
in the winter, there are also the deck
seams to attend to in this unrelenting
hot weather.

To make life easier a gun tackle has
been rigged onto the port side lee-
board winch as a temporary fix until
we can source another Seager winch.
At some time in the distant past before
our ownership the original winch was

broken or just worn out and was re-
placed by a smaller Gardner winch with
less pulling power.

A few weeks ago, Centaur had a towing
job, the sea water cooling pump had
failed on Pudge, so Centaur which had
just come in alongside the Hythe, went
off out again to Osea Pier to tow Pudge
back in, they just made it alongside
before the tide disappeared. It was a
good job that the berths had recently
been dredged!

A week later both barges went down to
the Orwell and sailed in the Pin Mill
Barge Match which was held in fresh
conditions. They had a fast run back to
the Blackwater afterwards in a north
east 5/6 wind.

The next weekend Centaur went round
to the Colchester river, her home port
for many years, to lay at Rowhedge by
the little green there for the shanty fes-
tival which was very successful. It is a
nice river to visit, years ago when Col-
chester was a working port we did not
go above Brightlingsea due to the com-
mercial traffic on the river which is quite
narrow in places. Some of the vessels
using the quay at Rowhedge were of a
considerable size and the pilots certainly
earned their money on those. Just after
the port had been officially closed I took
the Pudge to Rowhedge, as we lined up
for the flood barrier all we could see
were yachts and dinghies sailing around
and no apparent way through there was
the sound of classical music coming
from the shore and people thanking us
for coming, we did not realise that we
had arrived on the day of the Wivenhoe
regatta, luckily we managed to slowly
work our way through the maze of

boats and got alongside at Rowhedge
after moving a few boats.

There has been a large donation of
maritime related books to our local
heart foundation shop in Maldon. I
picked up booklets about the Chatham
Dockyard ropery (who still make our
ropes) and the block mills at Ports-
mouth Dockyard, both fascinating to
read, the output from these was quite
staggering, the output of the combined
rope walks from the naval dockyards in
around 1805 was 10,000 tons of cord-
age, the navy actually used 16,000
tons annually so commercial rope walks
must been supplying the navy as well.
Typically, a 74-gun ship would have
used nearly 30 miles of rope.

Reading the booklet on the block mak-
ing mill at Portsmouth Dockyard re-
veals that the output around 1808 was
130,000 blocks, these were strop
blocks made from elm timber, not the
internally iron bound blocks that we use
today on our barges, these came in
later and made in a totally different
way. The machinery to make these
blocks was designed by Marc Brunel,
the father of I. K. Brunel and construct-
ed by Henry Maudsley. Looking at the
photos in the booklet you can see that
they were almost works of art beauti-
fully made, a bit like our barges they
had to do a job of work but to look
good as well. Interestingly a 74-gun
ship used 922 blocks in the rig, this
makes our little barges look small fry
indeed.

Tim Jepson
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Rowhedge Working Party 14th March 2026
Picture by Mick Nolan

Centaur at Rowhedge 17th July 2026
Picture by Mick Nolan

Pudge Update

Pudge has been enjoying a busy sea-
son.

In between her charters, she has re-
cently attended the Blackwater Match
where she was first in class, Pin Mill -
3rd in class, Thames - 2nd in class, and
the Swale matches, also 1st in class.
Visit the website and book yourself on
for the last match of the year on the
River Colne over the weekend of Sep-
tember 3rd.

She has been working from Queenbor-
ough on the Isle of Sheppey for most of
July, where she has taken the trainees
around the Medway to help them learn
the area. She has visited her birth place
at Frinsbury, she has been up under
Tower Bridge and also under Kingsferry
lifting bridge three times, which isn't for
the faint hearted. Pudge’s air draft is 28

meters, the Sheppey
lifting bridge has a clear-
ance of 29.8 meters at
the top of a spring tide.
It looks an incredibly
close shave from the
deck, but an exciting
experience as long as
you are not the skipper.
Well done Shiner!

Pudge suffered an en-
gine cooling water pump
failure recently, which
was quickly resolved by
Ray Clarke and Jim Mor-
riss, with the help of Tim
Jepson and Jim Dines
from TS Rigging. She
now has a new spare.
Thanks everyone.

Pudge 1st in Class at the Swale Match
Skipper Shiner Wright holds the trophy
Picture by Dave Perkins

There have also been some match.
toilet blockages which were
resolved by the duty crews.
It's not all glory being crew
"i on a sailing barge. You

- need to be able to turn

- your hands to whatever the

A final sail of the season has just been
added to the website - sailing to Har-
wich for their shanty festival weekend
in October. Get clicking and book your-
self an adventure. Accommodation can

]

‘i task happens to be, even if
_ the job would be more suit-
ed to Dyno-Rod.

Pudge is now back operat-
ing from Maldon for the end
of the season. There are a
few spaces left on the pub-
lic sails, including the up-
and-coming trip around
Burnham on Crouch to join
the barges in the Passage

Shiner working hard to lead Lady Daphne and
Niagara during the Swale Match
Picture by Billie Duch Gimez

be quite scarce in Harwich so it's an
absolute winner. Music, sailing and a
cosy place to sleep in the heart of the
town. What better way to support the
barges and take in a festival in style.

Mick Nolan
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Bargeman of the Year Award 2026

In 2016 the Society for Sailing Barge
Research decided to mark the long
service to the Society of founder mem-
ber Richard Hugh Perks, by launching
The Bargeman’s Award. Although it is
Society’s project, discussions took
place at once with the Sailing Barge
Association and the Association of
Bargemen. A judging committee of
three was formed with Roger Newlyn in
the chair and representing SSBR, Paul
Jeffries representing SBA and Kevin
Finch representing AOB. SSBR agreed
to give each year’s winner a handsome
glass trophy and a year’s free member-
ship of the Society.

Although it was hoped that the Award
competition would bring forward young
barge enthusiasts, there were no age
limits and older people who were new

to barge crewing were welcome to
apply.

It was decided that the 2026 award
would be made to Alanna Cameron
the Trust’s Training Manager. Un-
fortunately, Alanna was not able to
be present at the Society’s Annual
General Meeting so John Rayment,
a Society Committee Member
awarded the trophy to Alanna dur-
ing a day sail on Centaur with
members of the volunteer Thurs-
day Group from the Thames Sailing &
Barge Trust.

The Trustees would like to congrat-
ulate Alanna on this achievement
and for all the work that she does
for the Trust, in particular helping
to train our new recruits.

Centaur Connections—Crowdfunding

The Trust formerly announced in July
that it had succeeded in passing the
application stage for funding to restore
Centaur and that the Heritage Lottery
Fund had awarded the sum of £28,000
towards our completing the final Devel-
opment Plan for the project.

We have now received ‘Permission to
Start from HLF and we have just under
two years to complete the final parts of
the application, when we hope the HLF
will confirm the funding for the restor-
ing Centaur.

During this Development Phase, a lot of

work needs to be done in explaining to
HLF what it is that we want to achieve,
costing it out and taking on consultants
to help with the restoration and out-
comes of the project if we are success-
ful.

The work over the next two years re-
quires the Trust to raise funding to cov-
er its costs. We have received 50% of
the HLF Grant of £28,000 but need to
raise funds ourselves towards the pro-
ject.

A Crowdfunding Page has been set up to
raise £10,000 to help cover our share of

Harwich Shanty Festival

Harwich Shanty Festival
8th to 12th October

Join Pudge for a memorable sailing ad-
venture to the Harwich International
Shanty Festival, the UK’s premier cele-
bration of sea shanties, maritime music
and seafaring heritage.

Board Pudge in Maldon at 9:30 on
Thursday 8th October. Accommodation
will be aboard Pudge and meals will be
provided whilst at sea. When moored at
Harwich accommodation will be on a self

the costs. If you would like to make a
donation, search Crowdfunder UK, then
at top of the page search under donate
for Centaur Connections and the dona-
tion page will appear.

If you are a UK tax payer, we would
also ask that you elect for Gift Aid on
your donation which means that the
HMRC will provide an additional 25% of
your donation to the fund.

Thank you for your support.

Trustees.

catering basis.

The Festival runs from Friday to Sun-
day and you return to Maldon on Mon-
day.

Visit bargetrust.org/sail-with-us/our-
cruises/ for more details.

Price £350 per person
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Event—Midsummer Peverel

It was the 4™ July and whilst our Amer- local constabulary (three officers) had

ican cousins were enjoying their cele-
brations for the 250" Anniversary of
their Independence, Midsummer Pe-
verel Parish Council were holding their
Party in the Park.

The Trust had been invited for the third
year to have a stand at the event and
early on the Saturday morning volun-
teers met on the recrea-

tion ground to erect our
stand and get ready for
the day’s activities. The
event started at 1:00pm
and went on well into
the evening when a con-
cert was held.

The fantastic weather
drew out the crowds
and the food stalls and
side shows did a good
trade. Squire Tim - so
named because the na-
tives walked by going
‘Alright then Squire’,
was in his element talk- |
ing to the natives assist
ed by Miss Baines (local
teacher), David P
(victuals), Keith T, (local resident of
Midsummer Peverel and John (Stall
Manger).

At 1:00pm the event got underway and
comment was made by John that the
event seemed to have something miss-
ing. Midsummer villages always seemed
to attract a murderer into their events.
We hadn't yet been made aware of
such a thing in Midsummer Peverel.

The afternoon was still young and one
never knows what may happen.
Around 3:00pm we noticed that the

turned up at the event and were talking
to stall holders. Had there been an inci-
dent, or was it just a public relations
exercise. There was no Chief Inspector
on the scene so perhaps the latter.

One of the group decided to explore the
event to see what was happening. All
the stalls were doing good business and

the children were enjoying the inflata-
bles and side shows. Plenty of food and
drink was being consumed by the par-
ents and adults. On venturing towards
the portable toilets, an Ambulance was
seen with its doors open and paramed-
ics standing by. This was thought to be
unusual as no sirens had been heard
and no requests to keep the space
clear.

How shocked it became when two tor-
sos were seen lying on the ground next
to the Ambulance. What was more sur-
prising was that no one was looking

Event—Laying Up Supper

The Trust’s Annual Laying Up Supper
will take place this year on the 31st
October 2026 at Maldon Little Ship
Club.

Enclosed with this Newsletter is an ap-
plication form for places.

The Trust/Club has held these events
since the Club’s inception and are a
great way to celebrate the end of the

season’s sailing and the de-rigging of
the barges.

Over the years we see many regular
members attend but it would be good
to see other members attend. The Sup-
per is priced at £30 and includes a
three course meal.

If you are interested please return your
booking form early as places are lim-
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after them or had done the decent
thing in covering them up. The three
policemen had not been made aware of
anything as they were seen eating
strawberries and cream.

With all the people enjoying the event,
how many knew that something sinister
had happened. Further investigation
was made and it was clear that the
torso’s were not moving.
~ What had happened, why
was everything being kept
so quiet? Clearly the police
" should have been talking
to those at the event get-
ting statements, but noth-
ing was happening.

5, Just a moment or two lat-
j er, we realised what was

" happening. The torsos

_ were lifeless as they were

, CPR dummies and hence

i out conspiracy theory that

* there had been a murder

at Midsummer Peverel was

" not the case.

s However, we still had an
‘ enjoyable day on the
Trust’s stand and wait un-
til next year, when you never know,

Chief Inspector Barnaby may turn up at
the scene.

The event was the Hatfield Peverel
Party in the Park.

Participants:

Squire Tim—Tim Kenney

Local teacher—Jenny Baines
Victuals—David Perkins

Local Resident—Keith Turbutt
Stall Manager—John Rayment

ited.

John Rayment
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Membership Matters

If you have any questions about mem- [65+] £400)

bership, please contact the membership Joint Life Membership £900
secretary, Gerald Moore at 20 Church (Concession [65+] £600)

End, Panfield, Essex CM7 5A]

Tel: 07720 402298 or at: We welcome the following new
membership@bargetrust.org. members

Membership rates as from 1st January  John Thomas of Coopersdale

2026: Christina & Ed Aldridge of Heybridge
bargetrust.org/sail-with-us/our-cruises/ Max Mackay of Leigh on Sea

Andrew Eadie of Colchester

Andrew Topple of Colchester

Tim Jonas of Brentwood

Steve Johnson of Marks Tey

Full Member: £37.50 pa

Pre April 2018 Concession: £30pa
Joint Membership £55 pa

Joint Concession £45 pa Gerald Moore

Corporate Membership £360 pa Membership Secretary
Life Membership £600 (Concession

Charter Fees 2026

** Note Per Person rates are based

Charter bookings on either Pudge or
Centaur are still available for the re-

Length of Charter Centaur £ Pudge £ maining part of the season.
** £ per *% £ Por If you would like to arrange a charter
our 2026 rates are available.
person per person per
d d Charter groups can be up to the maxi-
ay ay mum of 12 people and are on a self-
catering basis. Catering provision to
Weekend 2,175 91 2,570 107 include skipper, mate and 3™ hand (if
Weekend plus 1 day 3050 85 3590 100 applicable). Where necessary due to
! ! tide times accommodation will be pro-
Weekend plus 2 days 3,815 79 4,500 94 vided on the night before sailing.
Weekend plus 3 days 4.545 76 5350 89 Departure from the quay is dependent
! ’ on tide times and prevailing weather
Weekend plus 4 days 5,225 73 6,145 85 conditions. Our Skipper always has the
final say on when and where the barge
Weekend plus 5 days 5,850 70 6,880 82 sails. The full list of T&Cs can be found
on the website www.bargetrust.org
Midweek 1 day 940 78 1,085 90 For enquiries email:
bookings@bargetrust.org
Midweek 2 days 1,755 73 2,075 86
Midweek 3 days 2,530 70 2,980 83
Midweek 4 days 3,165 66 3,730 78
Midweek 5 days 3,735 62 4,390 73

Volunteer Help is Needed
If you would like to help during our Event programme or maybe join the

Thursday Working Group
Contact John Rayment at events@bargetrust.org
No prior experience needed
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Sailing Programme 2026

Boarding Return Description of Cruise Price per
person
21st to 23rd Pudge 2 Maldon Maldon Passage Match to Burnham £220
Friday Sunday
19:00 20:00
September
4th to 6th Pudge 3 Maldon Maldon Colne Match £350
Thursday Sunday
19:00 20:00
4th to 6th Centaur 3 Maldon Maldon Colne Match £320
Thursday Sunday
19:00 20:00
18th to 21st Pudge 3 Maldon Maldon Singing Sailors £320
Friday Monday
19:00 19:00
18th to 21st Centaur 3 Maldon Maldon Singing Sailors £290
Friday Monday
19:00 19:00

Harwich Shanty Festival see details on Page 8

New Zealand Scow— Further Information

Following the recent article on
New Zealand Scows, Terry
O’Sullivan forwarded to us the
following:

floating dry dock. She is held to-
gether by a wooden support frame
structure. She was built 1853 and
was the last ship used to take con-
victs to Australia from Great Brit-
ain. Also, she took immigrants to
New Zealand from Great Brit-

ain. They now have a problem
with the dry dock rusting, and if
that fails the inside supports hold-
r ing the hull in shape would move,
5 allowing the ship to distort or col-
lapse. They will have to find funds
fairly quickly, or that ship could be

Scow 'Echo’ at Picton South Island NZ lost.

Please find below a picture of the
Scow "Echo" at Picton (South
Island, NZ} taken by me in 2003.
Unfortunately, she is no more.
The company "Port Marlborough" =
bought the surrounding land. i
They got a surveyor who de-
clared her unsafe, so she was
broken up in April 2015. This
allowed them to put in additional
pontoons for modern yachts. If
you look on google maps the Blocks
she sat on are still there, surrounded Text and pictures from
by the new pontoons. There is another restored Scow "Jane ~ Terry O'Sullivan
Gifford" Built in 1908 at Whangateau

(pronounced as Fan-
gateau). She is now re-
stored and based at Wark-
worth, north of Auckland,
and does similar trips. In my

In Auckland the Scow "Ted Ashby" opinion "Echo" was a more
does trips round the Harbour, I did the pleasant lined vessel. If you
trip when I was there. The trips are look at the web sites of
similar to the ones that Topsail Char- "Jane _Glfford" & "Ted Ashby"
ters do at Maldon. Most of my trip was you will see they are not a.s
under motor, but they did set the pleasant on the eye, despite
mainsail for a short time on the return P€INg painted white.

leg. The centre plate is mounted in a

Ashby" deck picture.

Looking on the internet there were
postings against the destruction, but to
no avail. A warning to any historic
vessel that cannot be moved if land
ownership changes.

Interestingly, also, at Picton

thin box and is raised and lowered by a

chainwheel arrangement. See my "Ted - the Ship "Edwin Fox", She Ted Ashby Centre Plate

is preserved in a grounded,
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Registered Address: Thames Sailing Barge Trust, c/o 2 High Street,

Burnham-on-Crouch, Essex CM0 8AA

Registered Charity Number 1102840; A company limited by guarantee
registered in England & Wales no. 04726591

Visit our web site
www.bargetrust.org

Newsletter produced and edited by John
Rayment. Your comments are welcomed about
the newsletter. Email or write to the Editor or

Trust.

Articles for the next issue should be sent to
John Rayment by the 4th October 2026

Spot the Difference—Trust skipper Chris Martin and a hair raising experience
Picture Mick Nolan

CONTACTS
Chairman- Mick Nolan

chairman@bargetrust.org

Secretary—Ashley Filer
secretary@bargetrust.org

Treasurer—Keith Foster
treasurer@bargetrust.org

Membership—Gerald Moore
membership@bargetrust.org

Sales—Kate Rodman
sales@bargetrust.org

Open Days—John Rayment
07587 141054
events@bargetrust.org

Charter Secretary & Bookings
Secretary—Carey Brown
bookings@bargetrust.org

Newsletter—John Rayment
editor@bargetrust.org

100 Clubs— Pat Boss
p.p-boss@btinternet.com

Training Manager— Alanna
Cameron

training@bargetrust.org

Working Volunteers Liaison
Thursday Group—John Rayment
07587 141054

Weekend Working Group—Tim
Jepson

01621 851817
timjepson411@gmail.com

Events—John Rayment
07587 141054
events@bargetrust.org
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